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WEEKS 2-5:
Labour force, Structural transformation, and Gender

Population Studies, MSc INTECO

2324-2-F5602M032

The objective of this course module (weeks 2-4) is to investigate the determinants of female labour
force participation (FLFP) in comparative and historical perspective.

What causes women of working age to shift from housework to market work (or back)? Why do
women work more in some countries (or in some countries’ regions) than in others? Does culture
affect labour supply decisions? Does technological development improve or harm women’s labour
market position? What are the origins of gender roles?

Week 2
LECTURE 3 - Tuesday 5 March, 12.30, U6-16

Female labour supply over time: the Feminization U

Douarin E, Uberti LJ (2023). ‘The Feminization U’. In: Zimmermann, K.F. (eds) Handbook of
Labor, Human Resources and Population Economics. Springer, Cham (read pp. 1-22)

Download data and replication files here

LECTURE 4 - Friday 8 March, 13.30, U3-07

Female labour supply across countries: Culture and historical legacies

Alesina A, Giuliano P, Nunn N. (2013). ‘On the Origins of Gender Roles: Women and the
Plough’. Quarterly Journal of Economics,128 (2): 469-530 (read pp. 469-508)

Download data and replication files here

Week 3
LECTURE 5 - Tuesday 12 March, 12.30, U6-16

Historical legacies and the Feminization U

Uberti LJ, Douarin E (2023). ‘The Feminisation U, cultural norms, and the plough’. Journal of
Population Economics, 36; 5-35 (fairly short article)

Download data and replication files here

1/2


https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007/978-3-319-57365-6_432-2
https://4bdaefdd-dd2d-4fd0-90ab-5384fdb55cc4.filesusr.com/archives/21891f_7c8f6d838af648ff8a0a112d01ed21ad.zip?dn=Douarin%20Uberti%20-%20FemU%20Book%20chapter_DO.zip
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/nunn/files/alesina_giuliano_nunn_qje_2013.pdf
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/nunn/files/alesina_giuliano_nunn_qje_2013.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/t22yefs2piv016p/Alesina_Giuliano_Nunn_QJE_2013_Replication_Materials.zip?dl=0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00148-022-00890-5
https://4bdaefdd-dd2d-4fd0-90ab-5384fdb55cc4.filesusr.com/archives/21891f_9a66f68e51c943b3b2318d2faeca14be.zip?dn=femplough.zip
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LECTURE 6 - Friday 15 March, 13.30, LAB 711 (lab session)

Cultural transmission: Migration

Fernandez R, Fogli A (2009). ‘Culture: An Empirical Investigation of Beliefs, Work, and
Fertility’. American Economic Journal: Macroeconomics, 1 (1): 146-77 (can skip section VI)

Download data and replication files here, and their description here.

Week 4
LECTURE 7- Tuesday 19 March, 12.30, U6-16

Cultural transmission: the Family

Fernandez R, Fogli A, Olivetti C (2004). ‘Mothers and sons: preference formation and female
labor force dynamics’. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 119: 1249-1299 (skip section |, “The
Model”)

Replication package not available. Original data (for Table Il) available here (Bicocca
credentials required).

LECTURE 8 - Friday 22 March, 13.30, LAB 711 (lab session)

Sex ratios and FLFP

Grosjean, P., Khattar, R. (2019). ‘It's raining men! Hallelujah? The long-run consequences of
male-biased sex ratios’, Review of Economic Studies, 86, 723-754 (fairly short article)

Download data and replication files here

Week 5
LECTURE 9 - Tuesday 26 March, 12.30, U6-16

Technology and FLFP

Coen-Pirani D., Leon, A., Lugauer, S. (2010). ‘The effect of household appliances on female
labor force participation: Evidence from microdata’. Labour Economics, 17: 503-513 (short
article)

Replication package not available. Original data available here (must log in and select sample
and variables)
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https://www.eief.it/files/2011/06/lecture-1.pdf
https://www.eief.it/files/2011/06/lecture-1.pdf
https://journaldata.zbw.eu/dataset/culture-an-empirical-investigation_gay-replication
https://hal.science/hal-04194417/document
https://academic.oup.com/qje/article-abstract/119/4/1249/1851071
https://academic.oup.com/qje/article-abstract/119/4/1249/1851071
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/9199/variables
https://academic.oup.com/restud/article/86/2/723/5004429
https://academic.oup.com/restud/article/86/2/723/5004429
https://zenodo.org/records/3366100
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0927537109000487
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0927537109000487
https://usa.ipums.org/usa/

